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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims is set forth below. As listed below, the claims show 
added text with underlining and deleted text with str i kethrough . The status of each claim is 
indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously 
presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claim 1 and add the following new claims in accordance with the 
following: 

1 . (cancelled) 

2. (new) A method for communicating between a first device and a second device over 
a path, the path comprising a single twisted wire pair, the first device and the second device 
each including a transmit port and a receive port, each of the transmit ports being a 10BaseT 
transmit port, each of the receive ports being a 10BaseT receive port, the method comprising: 

applying a first set of signals from the transmit port of the first device onto the path 
through a connection to a first end of the path; 

receiving the first set of signals at the receive port of the second device through a 
connection to a second end of the path; 

monitoring of a presence of the first set of signals conducting towards the receive port of 
the second device; and 

disconnecting the receive port of the second device from the second end of the path, and 
connecting the transmit port of the second device to the second end of the path when the 
monitoring of the presence of the first set of signals does not detect the first set of signals. 

3. (new) The method of claim 2 further comprising: 

applying a second set of signals from the transmit port of the second device onto 
the path through a connection to the second end of the path; 

receiving the second set of signals at the receive port of the first device through a 
connection to the first end of the path; 

monitoring of a presence of the second set of signals conducting towards the 
receive port of the first device; and 

preventing signals from reaching the receive port of the first device and amplifying 
signals flowing from the transmit port of the first device when the monitoring of the presence of 
the second set of signals does not detect the second set of signals. 
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4. (new) The method of claim 2 further including providing a high impedance to signals 
above voiceband flowing from the path to a point removed from the path while allowing 
voiceband signals to pass and be converted to sound. 

5. (new) The method of claim 2 further including providing a high impedance to signals 
within the telephone voiceband transmitting from the path to the receive port of the first device. 

6. (new) The method of claim 3 further including providing a high impedance to signals 
within the telephone voiceband transmitted from the path to the receive port of the second 
device. 

7. (new) The method of claim 2 further including deriving power for the second device 
through a connection to the second end of the path. 

8. (new) The method of claim 7 further including expressing of substantially all of the 
power required by the second device at frequencies that are above the telephone voiceband and 
below the lowest frequency of the first set of signals. 

9. (new) The method of claim 7 further including applying power to the path through a 
connection to the first end of the path. 

10. (new) The method of claim 2 further including transmitting the first set of signals 
during a first set of intervals and transmitting the second set of signals during a second set of 
intervals, wherein said first set of intervals and said second set of intervals are substantially non- 
overlapping. 

11 . (new) The method of claim 2 further including amplifying of the first set of signals 
after the first set of signals emerge from the transmit port of the first device and before the first 
set of signals are transmitted onto the path. 

12. (new) The method of claim 2 further including amplifying the second set of signals 
after the second set of signals pass the first end of the path and before the second set of signals 
are received by the receive port of the first device. 



3 



Serial No. 10/660,797 

13. (new) The method of claim 2 wherein said first set of signals conform to the Ethernet 
standard. 

14. (new) The method of claim 3 wherein said second set of signals conform to the 
Ethernet standard. 

1 5. (new) The method of claim 1 3 wherein said first set of signals conform to the 
10BaseT Ethernet standard. 

16. (new) The method of claim 15 wherein Ethernet IFG (inter-frame gap) used by the 
first device is different than the Ethernet IFG used by the second device. 
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